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D1, Yenkov re81gnation statement, with ad- "7’
3 a,bove the prewar level (per capita. -
§ daily calories (1953-5--2,700, com-
i pared with 2,900 in 1938-39: a de-
] cline of 6%).
Compared with US standards, deiet -
: e diet——whlle adequate‘;—is very starch-—
. _heavy, with little meat, milk, fats “' N
:and oils. - E i
C. USSR's slow agriculturai growth
L riously threatens retard growth of
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‘jtailure of USSR's present agricultur::
plans may have important bearing on
stability of Soviet leadership in nex’

__‘ggverglﬂyears. S
;A.r
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in Siberia and Kazakhsran bv

:{(roughly equal to Arizona)
_;Corn acreage expanﬂlon drive

from present 10 million to 75

million acres by 1960.

" Both are major gambles because of

weather and soil conditions.

nt

1. For wheat production, s6il

climate in much of 'new lauso”

area is less favorabls ifha.

Soviet Ukraine, which--:-
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certainties in Dakotas, due un-

certain rainfall, ‘
L Precisely same ane;ﬁainties eXiétii
in Ukraine’s ti§h black soil .
.z  Tregioms, | -

In "new 1ands,” sifﬁéfiéﬁ even

. more riskyf-crop Iai}ures may be
texpected two out of évery five
 years,
,‘élthough Khrushchev casts a longing
eye.toward US corn-hog production
methods, USSR actually has no hope
of developing yields comparable to

US corn belt, where soil, climatic

conditions exceptionally favorable,

Q; Major Soviet plans for 1955-60 ("néﬁ‘lﬁﬁasﬁy
and corn expansion) envision doubling of o
both grain and livestock products output_‘r

by 1960. |
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Under Malenkov, program for increasing

agricultural output emphasized increased

by 1960, Khrushchev logically has
placed primary émﬁhasis on pigs,

which mature faster than cattle.

Pork production is to go up 100 per-x
cent, beef production 70 percent.

In addition to climate risks both
grain programs are highly expensive,
need heavy investmentqof machinery
and manpower, 7

Current CIA estimates (which assume
normal weather): by 1960, Soviet
grain and livestock output--at the

very maximum--will be only 20-30% i

above 1954 (in contrast Kremlin-

scheduled increase of 100%).

yields per acre, through intensified

farming, increased peasant incentives,
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creages in ava;lability oI c

goods have bﬁen reported

to get collectivized peasant. -out  ¥
of bed at 2: 00 a.m. to tqng‘a
‘sick collectivized,cqw (asvw,ﬁ -
probably would iiﬂxhe'cow were o

bis own).

2. No indication upAto néw‘that the
peasant has radically changed
his negatlve attltude towards

collective farms.
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: jected ﬁolicy of incre#éiﬁgtagricgitﬁ;x
production in the traditional areas, -
major'eﬁphasis today is on grandiose
fggpégsién schenes. 7
A. Eipansion intended to inc;eiéé”o;{ﬁgﬁ

much more quickly, although probabl:

-
e
¥

at greater long-run cost,‘tban

1
s

Ralénkov progranm.

PSS

B. Success or failure of the expansion
schemes--which we will be watching
closely--may thus determine how nex-
the USSR will come to achieving iis

agricultural goals in the next fiw:z

years.

VI. While USSR is engaged in costly expsns:ic..

gambles--a program reaffirming histvori::

Soviet policy of economic self-suffici&m@;zii

no help can be expected from rest of frhr. -

which 1s worse off at present than Sovwirvy
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: -olevel, because almost spectacyis

- ‘about 5% over relatively §9é§\

' 54, reflectin~ iow grain IBVu 5

recent years, was only 2%

2. In Satellites and China, howavaf

the drop in grain output in 'S5

to poor weather and flood, irouw

total for Bloc down below fol,

Total Bloc agriculture producticy

grains, pilus other commodities;

e

slightly poorer in '54 than

P
2

However, except for North Vie: s«

v

some areas of China, where ten:

[y
tamiue way oecur this spri:

rly in the Bioc this year
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- Grains - 88, em:#/»‘m 85.0
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"IAcreage) - 127% of 1950

BACKGROUND - SOVIET AGRICULTURE

1938 Yields:

Grains - 104% of 1950

Meat and Fats - 129% of 1950

Milk - 149% of 1950

Comparatlve figures 1938 - 1950:

Meat and Fats-—3980 ooo fens 3075,
Milk - 34,100,000 hne 22 gootm -

Corn ‘
(Acrqage) - 3.8 m.ll/hccf 3.0




